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WIXAMS 
NEWSLETTER

November 2020    Issue 2   Volume 1

Do you want to join the Newsletter Committee? Have you a fl air for writing, editing, photography, 
design or proofreading or can help deliver? Email newsletter@wixams.org

NEW

Wixams Parish Council News

IT’S VIRTUALLY 
CHRISTMAS!
As promised in the October Newsletter 

we are delighted to let you know that 
we will be lighting up Wixams a little 

bit more this year with the addition of lights 
to 3 more trees overlooking the lake and if you 
were around the lake on 13 October you would 
have seen them being installed. We must also 
express our thanks to David Wilson and Barrett 
Homes who have once again provided funding 
for two of the trees.

� e Christmas Tree will be in place on 
20 November and we will have a virtual 
switching on of the lights over the weekend of 
28 November - look out for more information 
on this on the Community Group and Events 
Team Facebook pages. We have also purchased 
the stars to be decorated by the school children 
and will be asking both schools to hand them 
out and they will be laminated and put on the 
tree as last year. We are also hoping to have a 
snow globe to go next to the tree that will be 
here for one weekend 
before Christmas and 
socially distanced photos 
can be taken.

Lets have a tree 
like last year!
If you are available to safely help put up the tree 
on 20 November please email 
wixamsevents@gmail.com

Lets hope that next year we will be able to 
hold some Events as safely as we can.

Covid restrictions permitting we are also 
hoping to hold a cra�  fair in the Garden Centre 
car park in the new year and will provide 
further details on this as soon as we can.

We are also hoping to hold some take away 
food evenings and are looking at Indian, 
Chinese, Mexican and Pizza vans to come to 
the village hall once a month. More details to 
follow.

In the meantime as always stay safe.
� e Wixams Events Team

Benches
� e nine new benches have been delivered to 
our contractor and will be installed when we 
have a period of drier weather – installing them 
now would cause too much damage to the 
grass. To remind you, these will be installed at 
various locations all across Wixams. � e plans 
are available upon request.

Speed feedback signs
� e four vehicle-activated speed feedback signs 
have been delivered and their columns should 
have been installed by the time you read this. 
� e locations are on Green Lane, Southern 
Cross, Bedford Road and Brooklands Avenue. 
� ese � ash up vehicle speeds to encourage safer 
driving.

Facebook group
� e parish council will shortly be creating a 
Facebook group for the purposes of sharing 
information from the parish council. We 
will advertise this group when it’s ready. 
Correspondence with the parish council from 
residents should remain via email/letter/phone 
call directly to the clerk.

Village 2 noticeboard
A noticeboard for the parish council and the 
public is planned to be installed soon at the 
new “centre” of Village 2 – by the roundabout 
on Harlequin Crescent. � e parish council 
understands from Barratt Homes that this area, 
currently in the � nal stages of development, is 
shortly to be opened to the public.

Village 3 consultation
� e parish council has been asked for comment 
on the Design Brief for Village 3; this was 
discussed at October’s parish council meeting. 
Concerns have been raised over material 
di� erences between the original plan and the 
current planned design. � e parish council 
hopes to work with the borough council 
planners and the developer to understand this 
“gap” in the plans.

Councillor Vacancies
� e parish council has received a pleasing level 
of interest in the two councillor vacancies and 
hopes to � ll the positions at the November 
meeting. Please contact the clerk if you are 
interested, as the process is ongoing.

  Meet your 
Newsletter Team

If there is anything specifi c you would like to see in the Newsletter or if you would like to write an 
article of interest to others please get in touch with us at newsletter@wixams.org

Editor
Saqhib Ali

newsletter@wixams.org

Treasurer
Anthony Musgrove

Advertisements
Sandra Beck 

If you would like to advertise in our 
newsletter, please contact Sandra at 

advertising@wixams.org

Design and Production
Alex Hall

Your local Graphic Designer!
For all your design needs visit

www.alexhalldesign.co.uk

Distribution/Delivery
Barbara Matthews

If you would like to help out and have an hour 
or so a month to spare please contact Barbara 

at newsletterdistribution@wixams.org

Editorial/Proofreading
Barry Huckle

Wixams Community Group
Leon Staszak and 
Adriana Schepankiewitsch
community@wixams.org

Committee
Alan Pibworth, Sheila Menzies,
Emma Egan and Ellie Egan

Continued on page 4
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• 27/9/20 - Sending letters 
etc with intent to cause 
distress or anxiety, Malicious 
Communications Act 1988

• 27/9/20 - 
Sexual off ence (19C)

• 26/9/20 - 
Sexual off ence (22B)

• 25/9/20 - Attempted - Sec 
4a POA Causing intentional 
harassment, alarm or distress 
- Green Lane

• 24/9/20 - Coercive behaviour
• 22/9/20 - Sexual off ence (86)
• 19/9/20 - Harassment - 

without violence 
(course of conduct)

• 19/9/20 - Sending letters 
etc with intent to cause 
distress or anxiety, Malicious 
Communications Act 1988

• 18/9/20 - Other criminal 
damage, other (Under 
£5,000) - Green Lane

• 6/9/20 - Harassment - 
Stalking

Crime StatsCrime Stats

At present there are 18 
Streetwatch schemes 
across the county covering 

areas such as Biggleswade, Luton 
and Houghton Regis with many 
being concentrated in the Central 
part of the county.

 Streetwatch is about 
helping keep your 
community safe 
by patrolling 
in pairs for 
two hours 
a month. 
Patrols are 
logged with 
our force 
contact centre. 

All members 
are covered by 
Public Liability 
Insurance and Personal 
Accident and Injury Cover. 

All volunteers are issued with 
a high visibility Streetwatch vest, 
personal attack alarm, torch, 
pocket note book for recording 
activity and pens.

Induction patrols are then 
carried out with members of the 
local policing team.

All volunteers will be o� ered 
� rst aid training and also Con� ict 
Management Training.

 Our Streetwatch groups work 

closely with their local policing 
team by promoting e� ective 
communication and the prompt 
reporting of activity. 

Patrols will be tasked in areas 
where there has been crime 
reported or where there have 

been instances of anti-
social behaviour. 

Your presence 
alone provides 
valuable 
reassurance 
to your 
community 
especially the 
vulnerable and 

the elderly.
Streetwatch 

volunteers engage in 
local issues that matter 

most to the communities in 
which they live and this has a 
signi� cant and positive impact 
within your community and helps 
to reduce crime. 

Streetwatch when working 
alongside Neighbourhood Watch 
can have a signi� cant e� ect on the 
levels of anti-social behaviour.

To � nd out more please contact
juliet.wright@bedfordshire.
pnn.police.uk
Tel: 07590 449815

Wixams Streetwatch
Wixams now has 5 Streetwatch 
volunteers, and needs 3 more to start
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Wilshamstead Borough Councillor 
GRAEME COOMBES Reporting to Wixams (November 2020)

We meet in the dedicated hobbies 
room on Mondays and Fridays. 
Currently social distancing restricts 

our numbers. Presently it is all ladies - men are 
very welcome!

Typically residents will be knitting, card or 
toy making, creating di� erent styles of bags, 
making felt poppies and enjoying one another’s 
company. Some have never ‘cra� ed’ before, 
but it is never too late to learn! Residents also 
drop in; can someone sew on a button, turn up 
trousers, repair my hem? Can you use this wool 
or material?

We use old Christmas and greetings cards to 
make new cards. Yes, we do accept items we can 
re-cycle for our new creations which are then 
sold in the WRV.

Diana Bowes 
Resident 

Wixams Retirement Village 
Craft & Hobbies Group

Tel: 07815 302 318
E-mail: wilshamstead.ward@yahoo.co.uk 
Facebook: Cllr. Graeme Coombes

A big issue since September has been 
parking and congestion on the school 

run along Green Lane and nearby roads. I’ve 
received much correspondence, both from local 
residents, as well as from the schools themselves. 

� e tra�  c problem poses a real threat to 
the safety of children on their journey to 
school, as well as being a constant nuisance 
for those living in the vicinity. � erefore 
this is not just a school problem, it’s a tra�  c 
problem for local residents too as they are 
frequently having driveways blocked and 
di�  culty getting out to work through the 
morning travel chaos, as tra�  c o� en tails 
back past the T-junction with Bedford Road. 

I attended a meeting on 8th October with 
both school Heads and School Transport 
O�  cers from the Borough Council and 
discussed a number of options for trying to 
resolve this. 

One option is to look at creating a “School 
Street” and I have written to the Deputy 

Mayor, responsible for Transport, expressing 
support for considering this option, though 
making clear any solution has to involve 
consultation with residents in Green Lane 
and the streets around it. An Emergency TRO 
(Traffi  c Regulation Order) is another option.

Ongoing work is being done by the schools 
and Borough Transport O�  cers, to make 
the roads safe for children and remove the 
congestion and bad parking from outside 
people’s homes. 

� ere is unlikely to be any quick � x to 
this, as we are looking at behavioural change 
being required by parents currently driving 
their children to school. If you are a Wixams 
parent and you still drive your child to school, 
please do your bit to help, by walking rather 
than taking the car.

Write to Jonathan Warner at BCC to get 
this path to Village 3 & 4 opened up!
jonathan.warner@bedford.gov.uk
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by Ellieby Ellieby Ellieby EllieYouth Corner

Advertorial

Grants
� e council has funding of 
£10,000 in total each year to fund 
local groups. To apply for a grant 
you must be a community group 
or local voluntary organisation 
with a dedicated bank account, 
operating or providing a service to 
the community of Wixams. Grants 
can be o� ered on a one-o�  basis 
to support a particular project or 
the purchase of equipment, to new 
groups wishing to start up, or as 

a contribution towards running 
costs. Please contact the Clerk for 
further details.

Next Parish Council Meetings
Our next meetings will be on 16th 
November and 21st December. We 
are currently meeting using Zoom 
video conferencing. Please email 
the clerk if you wish to attend. Our 
agendas will always be published 
on our website at least 3 working 
days before the meeting.

Wixams Parish Council News Continued from page 1
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Much needed road works
Tim is really pleased to report what will hopefully be some good 
news. Following his work with Mayor Dave on this issue, it is 
now planned that resurfacing works to � e Causeway and the 
A6 approaches to the Wixams Southern Cross, Causeway and 
Wilstead Road Elstow roundabouts will be done in this year’s capital 
resurfacing programme. � e design is currently underway and the 
works will be programmed to be completed during February and 
March 2021. Unfortunately the work cannot be brought forward any 
further due to seasonal restrictions in laying asphalt overnight. � e 
planned works will also include provision of a new zebra crossing on 
Bedford Road, subject to consultation, to help improve the safety of 
pedestrian routes from the Retirement Village into Wixams.

Tim’s Councillor’s Ward Fund for 2020-21
Tim has made a £800 contribution towards the cost of purchasing 
and installing two benches near the Wixams Retirement Village 

Interchange congestion
It is sadly inevitable that with such a major change in the layout of 
the Interchange, designed and paid for by its landowner, serious 
vehicle congestion on the site would occur. Once the new layout is 
completed and as customers get used to the new layout by actually 
using the new access road, the congestion should reduce to much less 
than what was happening before the layout change.

Community Wellbeing 
Champion for Wixams
Firstly let me introduce myself, my name is 

Alison Brightman and I am working for 
Bedfordshire Rural Charities as a Community 

Wellbeing Champion (or social prescriber ) and the 
area that I am covering is Wixams

My role is to work in the community and - Link 
with GP’s and other agencies to work / support local adult people who 
may need support and advice to deal with problems and point them in 
the right direction to access help (other than medical problems) 

We help people explore what is important in their life to help with 
their general wellbeing, it may be that they are isolated or lonely and 
need help to access local activities/ groups or that they need access to 
other services who can o� er support, i.e. Citizens Advice, Mental Health 
organisations etc 

We can provide information to point them in the right direction 
OR arrange an appointment to see/ring Clients to discuss how we can 
support them to improve their health and wellbeing.  

� is service is free of charge and people can self-refer themselves using 
the link below, or chat to their GP & ask to be referred to us.

� is device is free and is open to eligible patients registered in GP 
practices in Bedford Borough or Central Bedfordshire.

For further information regarding “what we do” or to self-refer go to 
https://yourwellbeingbedfordshire.org.uk/
If you think you could bene� t from our services and just fancy a chat 
to discuss how we can help or would like to drop me an email, my 
contact details are :
Alison.brightman@bedsrcc.org.uk 
Telephone 07951175218

Hope to hear from you soon
Alison - Alison Brightman 

Councillor Tim Hill’s Report
Tim is currently the Borough Councillor for Elstow, Stewartby, 
� e Wixams Retirement Village and Kempston Hardwick 
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Day Time Group Room Contact Website /Facebook pages

Monday 16:00 - 17:00 Shine Theatre School Lakeview Louisa Hodges http://shinetheatreschool.co.uk/
  Dance Group  Tel: 07749091885 

 18:45 - 19:45 Tang So Do Lakeview Nick Hunter https://www.facebook.com/WixamsTSD/

 20:00 - 21:00 Boxercise Lakeview Carrie https://www.facebook.com/
    07904 726800 womenswarriorboxing

Tuesday Starting at 10am The Seasons Art class Munson Anastasia Desouza https://www.theseasonsartclass.com/
  (2 classes)  01234 30025

 17:30 - 19:00 Slimming World Lakeview Holly Snoxell
 19:30 - 21:00   07968719951

Wednesday 09:00 - 15:00 Baby Sensory (2 different  Lakeview Samantha Baby Sensory
  groups running)  07538 502587 https://www.facebook.com/babysensorybeds
     Toddler Sensory  
     https://www.facebook.com/toddlersensebeds

 18:45 - 19:45 Boxercise Lakeview Carrie https://www.facebook.com/
    07904 726800 womenswarriorboxing

Thursday 09:00 - 15:00 Baby Sensory (2 different  Lakeview Samantha Baby Sensory
  groups running)  07538502587 https://www.facebook.com/babysensorybeds
     Toddler Sensory
     https://www.facebook.com/toddlersensebeds

Friday Awaiting update on activities

Saturday 09:00 - 10:15 Shine Theatre School  Lakeview Louisa Hodges http://shinetheatreschool.co.uk/
  Dance Group  Tel: 07749091885

Sunday 09:30 - 10:30 Kids Yoga Swan Steph Little Steph.little2@icloud.com

Lakeview Village Hall Timetable � e groups advertised below are 
correct at the time of publishing.

� e groups will have their own restrictions in place to ensure the safety of their members, including maximum number of attendees permitted.  
If you wish to book on the groups below or have any queries, contact the group directly on the numbers provided below.
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Baby Groups Update

A Day to Remember
This year Remembrance Day takes place on Sunday the 8th November 2020. 

Due to Coronavirus we are restricted in how we can honour those who 
serve to defend our democratic freedoms and way of life. We unite across 

faiths, cultures and backgrounds to remember the service and sacri� ce of the 
Armed Forces community from Britain and the Commonwealth. We will remember them.

� e Royal British Legion are pleased to announce we will be live streaming our 
remembrance service from Wilstead from 10:55am on Facebook. Please do all log on and 
watch the remembrance service remembering all the brave men and women who have served.

Due to Covid-19 and the restrictions that are in place, some baby 
groups are not currently running at the village hall until further 
notice. We will keep you updated as we know more. Follow 

Lakeview Village Hall Facebook Page. Further updates will be provided 
in the next edition. In the meantime, please � nd below an update from 
Bedford Borough Children’s Centres Facebook page:

Source: Bedford Borough Children’s Facebook Page
Date: 15th October 

We are still here on the phone for support and advice, 
please contact us on 0300 323 0245.
For any breastfeeding support or advice, we have face to face appointments 
in a Children's centre or one-to-one online sessions via Zoom available 
everyday, please call 0300 323 0245 to book.

Baby Groups 
D
Lakeview Village Hall Facebook Page. Further updates will be provided 
in the next edition. In the meantime, please � nd below an update from 
Bedford Borough Children’s Centres Facebook page:

Source: Bedford Borough Children’s Facebook Page
Date: 15th October 

We are still here on the phone for support and advice, 
please contact us on 0300 323 0245.
For any breastfeeding support or advice, we have face to face appointments 
in a Children's centre or one-to-one online sessions via Zoom available 
everyday, please call 0300 323 0245 to book.
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FOR ALL YOUR 
INTERIOR AND 

EXTERIOR WORKS

 DB22Designs

 #DB22Designs

E infofordb22designs@mail.com
M 07825506431

WIXAMS PARISH 
COUNCIL
GRANTS

Are you a 
community group?

Apply now from a 
grants pot of £10,000
wixamspc@gmail.com

IMPORTANT NOTE
DUE TO CORONAVIRUS THIS SERVICE IS A CLOSED 

EVENT AND WE WOULD REQUEST THE EVENT IS VIEWED 
ONLINE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
AND NATIONAL ROYAL BRITISH LEGION GUIDANCE.

� e service will be live on our Facebook 
page at 10:55am on Sunday 8th 
November we hope to see you all then.
https://www.facebook.com/rblwilstead

Armed Forces community from Britain and the Commonwealth. We will remember them.

remembrance service from Wilstead from 10:55am on Facebook. Please do all log on and 
watch the remembrance service remembering all the brave men and women who have served.



A 50% discount and priority will be 
given to Wixams and Wilstead based 
businesses as we will have limited space.
Advertising options are shown here. 

Option 1 (93 x 132.5mm) ....... £28 per issue
 Local rate .....£14 per issue
Option 2 (93 x 64mm) ............ £14 per issue
 Local rate .....£7 per issue
Option 3 (45 x 64mm) ............ £7 per issue
 Local rate .....£3.50 per issue
Option 4 (190 x 64mm) .......... £28 per issue
 Local rate .....£14 per issue

If you would be interested in advertising in 
the next issue of the Wixams Newsletter then 
please contact Sandra Beck on 
advertising@wixams.org

� e deadline for the next issue is 19th November.

Our designer Alex is happy to provide a simple, 
free, advert design service for those unable to 
supply complete artwork

� ere may be a limit to how many adverts of 
each style we can accommodate in each issue

Advertising
Advert 

Option 1

Advert 
Option 2

Advert 
Option 3

Advert 
Option 4

Grab an advert now from just £3.50 an edition...

Best Option!

Most Popular!

Dynamic

new Option!

Amazing
Value!

Why not advertise in this newsletter? 
It is delivered to 2000 homes and local businesses.

Visit www.wixams.org/newsletter 
for digital versions of Wixams Newsletter and contact details. 

Email: newsletter@wixams.org
Printed by White Hart Press, 58a York Street, Bedford MK40 3RL 

Tel: 01234 270465     www.whitehartpress.co.uk 

Deadline for submissions for next issue: 
19th November 2020

We want this newsletter to work for you!
Please complete the questionnaire about what 
you'd like to see in the newsletter 
online at https://surveymonkey.
com/r/9XFLHT7
or scan the QR code with your 
smartphone to go straight to it!

Thank you! Scan with your 
smart phone

Small Business Starter PackageSmall Business Starter PackageSmall Business Starter Package
SPECIAL OFFER - HALF PRICE*

Including:
* Limited time offer - act now

w. alexhalldesign.co.uk
e. alex@alexhalldesign.co.uk

 All of this for just 

£200

Original Logo Design

Professional Business Card Design

100 Printed Business Cards - Delivered

Letterhead / Compliment Slip Design

Social Media Profi le Graphics Prepared

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

now just

£100  

all of this...

  ...for just this!  /
  ...for just 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL OUR DELIVERERS ARE VOLUNTEERS AND AIM TO DELIVER THE LEAFLETS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
AS THERE ARE OVER 2000 ISSUES TO DELIVER, SOME HOUSES MAY GET THEIR COPIES BEFORE OTHERS BUT YOU WILL GET YOUR COPY!
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