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WIXAMS 
NEWSLETTER

October 2020   Issue 1   Volume 1

Do you want to join the Newsletter Committee? Have you a fl air for writing, editing, photography, 
design or proof reading or can help deliver? Email newsletter@wixams.org

NEW

WE'RE BACK!
Thank you for the hard work of Alan Pibworth and the Wixams Neighbourhood Watch 

Newsletter team over the last 5 years and Linda Whitfi eld of BPHA since 2009 at the launch 
of Wixams. 

We want to be a community based newsletter with content that interests you. Are you a keen 
gardener? or maybe a chef? Do you have a group or activity that the community might benefi t 
from? You could have a regular column in the newsletter and share your passion with our wonderful 
community. Alternatively, you might have seen something fun or interesting that is worth sharing? 
Please send in your photos, stories and other pieces that we can use in future editions.

We’d like to know what you want from Wixams Newsletter. Please complete the short 
questionnaire on the back page or online at https://surveymonkey.com/r/9XFLHT7

Lakeview 
Village Hall 
is OPEN!
Lakeview Village Hall reopened its doors 

to hirers on the 7th September. To 
continue to maintain the safety of staff  

and visitors, restrictions are in place until 
further notice, in line with government advice.

Th ere are no parties until further notice. 
We very much rely on government guidance 
which changes almost daily. Please be aware 
of that and contact the Site Manager Paula for 
recent updates.

For more information, please contact the 
Site Manager:
Mobile: 07821 744848
Email:- bookings@lakeviewvillagehall.co.uk

To check availability please visit 
www.wixams.org/village-hall

Future updates will also be published on the 
Lakeview Village Hall Facebook page

Lakeview Village Hall Committee is made up of 
volunteers to manage the overall running of the 
hall. We are looking for new members to join the 
committee so if you live in Wixams and would 
like to support the management of the hall, do 
get in contact with the SITE MANAGER.

Wixams Parish Council News
Chairman
Th e new Chair for Wixams Parish Council was 
voted in at the September meeting – Samantha 
Mardel. Th e council would like to thank Tony 
Pedder for his long and dutiful service as 
Chairman and councillor.

Benches
Nine new benches are currently on order and 
expected soon. Th ey will be installed at various 
locations all across Wixams.

Speed feedback signs
Four speed feedback signs are on order and 
their columns should be installed shortly. Th e 
locations are on Green Lane, Southern Cross, 
Bedford Road and Brooklands Avenue. Th ese 
fl ash up vehicle speeds to encourage safer 
driving.

Entrance signs
Th ree cast iron entrance signs have been 
ordered and they are currently being made. You 

may remember that the signs are based on a 
design by an 11-year-old child called William 
from Wixams. Th ey will be installed on the two 
entrances from the A6; the third will be out 
to the West, but the exact location has not yet 
been found. Pictured above

Vacancies
We now have two vacancies for councillor 
positions. Please contact the clerk if you’re 
interested in joining the council – no previous 
experience or qualifi cations are necessary.

Grants
Th e council has funding of £10,000 in total 
each year to fund local groups. To apply for a 
grant you must be a community group or local 
voluntary organisation with a dedicated bank 
account, operating or providing a service to the 
community of Wixams. Grants can be off ered 
on a one-off  basis to support a particular 
project or the purchase of equipment, to new 
groups wishing to start up, or as a contribution 
towards running costs. Please contact the Clerk 
for further details.

Next Parish Council Meetings
Our next meetings will be on 19th October 
and 16th November. We are currently meeting 
using Zoom video conferencing. Please email 
the clerk if you wish to attend. Our agendas will 
always be published on our website at least 3 
working days before the meeting.

Contact:
newsletter@wixams.org
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t�����������"TTBVMU�PDDBTJPOJOH�BDUVBM�CPEJMZ�
harm (ABH) - Zander Way

t�����������"TTBVMU�PDDBTJPOJOH�BDUVBM�CPEJMZ�
harm (ABH) - Tawny Avenue

t�����������"TTBVMU�PDDBTJPOJOH�BDUVBM�CPEJMZ�
harm (ABH) - Brooklands Avenue

t�����������"TTBVMU�XJUIPVU�*OKVSZ���$PNNPO�
assault and battery - Brooklands Avenue

t�����������)BSBTTNFOU���1VUUJOH�QFPQMF�JO�GFBS�
of violence

t�����������*OUFSGFSFODF�XJUI�B�NPUPS�WFIJDMF���
Falcon Field

t����������$BVTJOH�JOUFOUJPOBM�IBSBTTNFOU�
alarm or distress - Goldfi nch Gardens

t�����������ć� Fę��GSPN�B�NPUPS�WFIJDMF���-JUUMF�
Causeway

t�����������ć� Fę��GSPN�B�NPUPS�WFIJDMF���%PWF�
Lane

t�����������ć� Fę��GSPN�B�NPUPS�WFIJDMF���"WPDFU�
Road

t����������ć� Fę��JG�OPU�DMBTTJĕ�FE�FMTFXIFSF���
Zander Way

t�����������ć� Fę��JG�OPU�DMBTTJĕ�FE�FMTFXIFSF���
Brooklands Avenue

t����������ć� Fę��PS�6OBVUIPSJTFE�5BLJOH�PG�B�
Pedal Cycle - Goldfi nch Gardens

USEFUL NUMBERS
999 - Emergency 
Where there is a risk of: 
t�1FSTPOBM�JOKVSZ
t�-PTT�PG�MJGF
t�$SJNF�JO�BDUJPO

101 - Non emergency 
t�3FQPSUJOH�B�DSJNF�UIBU�JT�OP�MPOHFS�JO�QSPHSFTT
t�(JWJOH�JOGPSNBUJPO�BCPVU�B�DSJNF
t�$POUBDUJOH�MPDBM�QPMJDF�Pď��DFS
t�(FUUJOH�VQEBUF�SFQPSUFE�DSJNF
t�4VTQJDJPVT�JODJEFOUT
To report online non-emergency crimes, 
incidents or give the police information, go to 
www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report   
See also www.police.uk
You can webchat direct with someone in the 
Bedfordshire Police control room by clicking 
UIF�HSFFO�JDPO�PO�UIFJS�XFCTJUF��*G�ZPV�IBWF�
something to tell us that's not urgent this leaves 
the phone lines for emergencies.

Crime Stats

New Ventures

Welcome to the Youth Corner of the brand new Wixams newsletter! 
In this section you will fi nd information about any events, happenings 
and activities in Wixams relevant to the 

youth here in our community.
Halloween is nearing quickly and is an 

exciting time for both children and adults in 
our community, yet unfortunately this year may 
not be the same for our village. It has been 
suggested we all take part in a ‘Pumpkin in the 
Window’ hunt, similar to the rainbows many 
homes displayed during lockdown. This will 
appeal to many people, as I know quite a lot of 
people are concerned about trick-or-treating this 
year. In the meantime, remember to be kind and 
please remember hands, face, space!

Chloe and Th omas from Green Lane 
found an enterprising way to make 
the most of their time in lockdown by 

setting up their own company called Fujj.
Th e entrepreneurial pair run the company 

selling homemade fudge around their school 
work and online. Most of what they sell 
is delivered locally and it's also stocked at 
Herrings Green Farm shop.

“Running a 
business has 
taught them 
about marketing, 
profi t and 
loss, and most 
importantly, 
customer 
service” said 
their parents. 
“It’s a great way 
to learn about 
business and gain valuable skills.”

You can buy Fujj at https://fujjcompany.square.
site or their Facebook page @fujjcompany.

business and gain valuable skills.”

New Ventures
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WIXAMS PARISH 
COUNCILLOR 
VACANCIES

Help shape your 
community.

Apply to 
wixamspc@gmail.com

WIXAMS PARISH 
COUNCIL
GRANTS

Are you a 
community group?

Apply now from a 
grants pot of £10,000

C
by Ellieby Ellieby Ellieby Ellieby EllieYouth Corner - Halloween
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WRV Matters
Wixams Retirement Village

The moment you walk through the front 
door of Wixams Retirement Village you 
know that this is NOT a care home.

Th e Magnifi cent atrium looks like a cruise 
ship and houses a gym, hairdressers,beauty 
TBMPO�DSBę��SPPN�CJTUSPUIFBUSF�TOPPLFS�SPPN�
shop, library and a well-being suite.
*U�JT�JOEFQFOEFOU�MJWJOH�XJUI�FBDI�SFTJEFOU�
having a one or two bedroom Luxury 
apartment overlooking lakes and beyond.

Many residents have come here for the social 
life which includes entertainment, organised 
trips, woodworking and gardening clubs.

On September 11th we celebrated our 
1st birthday with entertainers, cakes and 
competitions and we now look forward to 
many more years.

Raymond Boreham
Resident

Wixams 
Events Team 
Update
Hi everyone, we hope this fi nds you all 

safe and well.  Along with everyone 
else we were all disappointed that the 

Summer Event couldn’t go ahead and were ever 
hopeful that we could still hold the Christmas 
Winter Wonderland Event. 

Th e Events Team had a Zoom call last week 
to discuss what we can do that falls within 
Government Guidelines and due to the 
restrictions still in place we have decided not to 
go ahead with the Christmas Event either.  We 
will be in touch with anyone who had agreed to 
carry forward their Summer Event deposits to 
Christmas to arrange a refund.

All is not lost and we are excited to let you all 
know that we will be putting up the Christmas 
Tree and turning on the lights and hope to have 
a “virtual switch on”.  We are also hoping to 
have decorations prepared by the children and 
are looking at ways we can do this safely.  More 
details to follow.

As you all know last year with the kind 
sponsorship from David Wilson and Barrett 
Homes we were able to decorate two trees 
outside the Fish and Chip Shop and Portu 
Gallos.  We are planning to add to the tree 
lights by lighting up the three trees outside 
Budgens which will be funded by the Events 
Team but if anyone would like to make a 
donation towards this please get in touch at 
wixamsevents@gmail.com

We will be looking at safe ways to help our 
Community so look out for more news here or 
on our Facebook page.

Stay safe 
Th e Wixams Events Team Wilshamstead Borough Councillor 

GRAEME COOMBES Reporting to Wixams (October 2020)

As the summer ends, schools have 
returned and we move towards darker 

nights, my casework fi le seems to have 
expanded signifi cantly: 
t�4DIPPM�5SBď��D�(SFFO�-BOF� Residents and 
the Schools have both been in touch about 
UIF�EBJMZ�USBď��D�DIBPT�PO�UIF�TDIPPM�SVO��*�
met the Borough and schools earlier this year 
to try and address the problem, but nothing 
XBT�JO�QMBDF�CZ�UIF�TUBSU�PG�UFSN��*�IBWF�
again written to the Council’s Education and 
Highways departments requesting urgent 
action.
t�$POOFDUJOH�1BUI�CFUXFFO�CPUI�TJEFT�PG�
8JYBNT��As a part solution to the above 
problem, the Borough advised a footpath 
would be installed by the schools, allowing 
parents on the western side of Wixams to 
drop off  children without making the long 
drive around. Th is has not been put in place 
ZFU�BOE�*�IBWF�BTLFE�UIF�$PVODJM�GPS�BO�
explanation.

t�1MBZ�FRVJQNFOU�(SFFO�-BOF��An item of 
play equipment has been removed by the 
Council due to vandalism. Please report any 
wilful damage to equipment around Wixams 
to both the Police and Council.
t�(�1BSL�%FWFMPQNFOU� No decision yet, 
as the noise objection from Environmental 
Health still stands and the applicant is now 
revising the application. Th e agent for the 
developer has asked to meet to discuss 
the revised plans and a further round of 
consultation will take place..
t�8JYBNT�4UBUJPO� Th e Wixams Station 
Board is awaiting the outcome of a bid to 
the New Stations Fund, to see if the station 
can be 4 platform rather than 2, which has 
implications for frequency of service. 

Tel: 07815 302 318
E-mail: wilshamstead.ward@yahoo.co.uk 
Facebook: Cllr. Graeme Coombes

There is planned a new development 
to the south of Wixams in Central 
Bedfordshire, with houses available 

GSPN�������*U�JT�FOWJTBHFE�UIFSF�XJMM�CF������
homes with a new primary school and possibly 
a small secondary school. Th e fi rst development 
will be Wixam Park, and the second south of 
it, Th ickthorn Park. Th ese will incorporate 
the existing Th ickthorn farm buildings as a 
community hub. Th is development will be 
north of Houghton Conquest village and 
integrate fully with the rest of Wixams through 
QFEFTUSJBO�BOE�WFIJDVMBS�BDDFTT��*U�XJMM�TUSFUDI�
across from the B530 but will not go East as far 
as the A6.

“Wixams countryside park, forms an important 
part of the scheme which will bring amenity 
benefi ts for the new settlement as a whole. 
People can walk or cycle to Wixams town centre 
and station, whilst within Wixam Park, local 
facilities, green spaces and the new countryside 
park will be accessible to both new and existing 
communities. New parkland and green spaces 

within Wixam Park will infl uence the style of 
buildings and help integrate new homes into the 
landscape, creating an eff ective transition from 
the urban core of Wixams to the countryside to 
the south.”

O&H Properties

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
migrated_images/wixam-master-plan_tcm3-
6809.pdf

Wixam Park & Thickthorn 
Park Developments

Stay safe 

https://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
migrated_images/wixam-master-plan_tcm3-
6809.pdf

Youth of Wixams, 
would you like one of these?

Let us know...



Big thanks to Tu Plus Tu Photography for the great photos

Wixams Community Group
www.wixams.org/community-group

Summer Flower Planting
www.wixams.org/summer-flower-planting

www.wixams.org/halloween-competition-2020
Halloween Decorations Competition 2020

If you want to take part in the competition all you have to do is 
decorate your home, our judges will be covering the whole of 
Wixams on All Hallow’s Eve so every decorated home 
will be automatically entered. Staying Safe This Halloween

Please note: The competition will be cancelled if the 
Coronavirus outbreak continues to rise and the 

Government announces another lockdown.
The Government have not yet issued guidance for 
Halloween but it’s clear that the nature of trick-or-treating 
means people would be putting themselves and others at an 
increased risk of contagion.  We are asking that all residents 
follow Government guidance on how to stay safe this 
Halloween, please make sure to be mindful of others and 
maintain social distancing whilst making your way around 
Wixams.  We will be adding links to our page when guidance 
is published:  www.wixams.org/halloween-competition-2020

Kingfisher Gardens

Wixams has already become famous for celebrating Halloween in style, so last year we 
held a decorations competition to award the ‘Scariest House in Wixams’ for helping to 
make Wixams such a fun place to be. Our winners received a massive hamper worth 
£100 and a trophy to proudly display for years to come.

The winners will receive a 
bumper hamper worth £100 
kindly donated by Budgens in 
Wixams. Last year’s hamper 
pictured here was packed 
with goodies such as beer, 
cider, gin & tonic, biscuits, 
cheese & crackers, sweets, 
chocolates and more.

Following the success of the Spring Flower Planting Morning last year 
in November, the Wixams Gardening Group planned another 
gardening event for everyone in spring to plant Geraniums and 
Alyssum for some lovely summer blooms around the Village Hall. 
However, due to the Covid-19 outbreak we were unable to hold a 
public event, so a small number of people got together to plant the 
flowers in July.  The small plants have grown into colourful displays that 
hopefully bring a little joy to our villagers. 

We are sure many of you have passed this beautiful 
garden cultivated by fellow Wixamer Chris. The 
display seems to offer new, lovely sights on every walk 
past with beautiful flowers, colours and decorations 
that together create a wonderful display for big and 
small villagers alike. 
Thank you Chris for your hard work and this 
marvellous village garden!
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Despite the current Coronavirus pandemic we believe celebrating Halloween and bring-
ing some positivity to our community is crucial so we’re pleased to announce we have 
partnered with the Wixams Events Team and we’re going to run another 
decorations competition for 2020!



www.wixams.org/ios-course

The Community Shopping Club is still running at this time in case people need our help. 
If you do need help with shopping or prescription collections, please visit the page 
below for instructions, contact details and guidance on registering for home deliveries 
or click & collect services...

Wixams Walkers

wixamsgoodneighbourgroup@gmail.com

Or visit the page below for more information:

www.wixams.org/wgng

www.wixams.org/wixams-walkers

Wixams Walkers is not currently 
meeting due to the Covid-19 outbreak
The Wixams Walkers group is part of the national Walking 
for Health scheme. Our friendly group usually meets every 
Saturday at 10am at Seasons Garden Centre for a 1-hour 
walk in Wixams at a leisurely pace, followed by tea at 
Seasons Cafe.
Please visit our website below, where we will update you 
as soon as Wixams Walkers is able to restart again.

Between April and June our fantastic volunteers carried out well over 1000 tasks on behalf of others, this included shopping 
from a list, click & collect collections and prescription collections.  This is a fantastic achievement and we’d like to say a massive 
thank you to every single volunteer for putting themselves out, and even at risk at times, to help others in their time of 
need.  Well done all!

Earlier this year we set up the Wixams & Wilstead Community Shopping Club in response to the Coronavirus pandemic. Over 
80 volunteers from both villages registered with us and together we were able to help residents in our community who were 
forced to self-isolate.

The safety of the volunteers was paramount so a few of the volunteers dedicated a lot of their time helping people to register 
with priority home deliveries and click & collect services. This meant that we no longer needed to send volunteers into 
supermarkets and in many cases meant residents could be completely self-sufficient.

Wixams Good 
Neighbour Group

Community Shopping Club

www.wixams.org/shopping-club

iOS App Development Course
FREE

CaSwift
Caxcode

���,(a.)
�/#&�a�**

-#a#

For entry requirements, more info and instructions on how to 
book a place please visit the page below:

• Bedfordshire & Luton Community Foundation
• Briar Bank Park Residents Association
• Wixams Parish Council
• Wilstead Parish Council

As well as all this great work we’d like to also thank some other key people who helped out in different ways:

• Three ladies took out a lot of their own time to make over 100 masks between them for our volunteers.
• One very kind person donated two bales of toilet rolls and over 1000 disposable gloves for us to distribute where needed.
• 5 fantastic volunteers helped run the administration of the project including answering emails/calls, running the rota and 
  collecting cheques safely from residents who were without online banking.

We’d like say a big thank you to the following organisations for their very kind donations/grants:

Due to the restrictions imposed because of the 
Coronavirus outbreak the WGNG is only able to offer 
limited help to residents, however we are still accepting 
applications for new volunteers.

Being a Good Neighbour simply means that when 
someone has a request, you’re one of many that will be 
contacted to see if you can help them. If you can then 
great, if not then hopefully someone else can.  You’re never 
asked to do anything you don’t want to and you decide 
when you’re available.

If you’d like to become a volunteer or just want to find out 
more, please get in touch with us by email:

If you want to learn a new skill, take up a hobby or even change  your 
career, then perhaps learning mobile app development will interest 
you.  We'll soon be running a free iOS App Development Course 
open to all residents in Wixams which will be held weekly in the 
evening in Lakeview Village Hall.

We’ll be covering a wide range of topics which should give a solid 
foundation in app development, including covering the Swift 
programming language, building user interfaces, storing data and 
much more.
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www.wixams.org/traffic-troubles

“As a nurse and shift worker, I am 
concerned about the noise of the 
distribution centres and traffic so 
close to our houses.”

“The noise is now continual both day and 
night causing additional pollution, and fumes.”

“I think that such large warehouse plots 
should NEVER be built in housing 
estates where they share main 
thoroughfares with residents, and 
where they are in such close proximity 
to homes - it shows a total lack of 
consideration for the inhabitants' 
well-being. It shows disrespect, frankly.”

“The council has grossly underestimated 
the effect of the B&M warehouse to 
adjacent properties let alone further devel-
opments approved and being proposed.”

“I felt endangered and concerned for 
the children and although I had hold of 
them terrified at the thought that either 
they or any other child could be walking 
on the pavement and easily step out and 
be killed by the huge lorries that are 
using this road now 24/7. ”

“A lot of the residents here in our 
Retirement Village use motorised 
scooters or have mobility issues and 
it is increasingly dangerous to cross 
the roads leading from here. Don't 
let someone lose their life before 
you look at alternative routes.”

“Roads are crumbling faster than they can 
be repaired and this is without the current 
warehouses being fully functional.” 

“We feel our village is not and 
will never be as safe as it used to 
be in the past.”

“It seems bizarre that we now appear 
to have a logistics park to the west 
with a solitary access route that is 
also the only access point to the 
northern residential part of Wixams.”

Voices from the Community

Traffic Troubles
www.wixams.org/traffic-troubles

Since the B&M distribution centre opened 
at the end of 2019 Wixams has seen a 
sharp increase in traffic crossing over The 
Causeway which has caused disruption to 
residents who live nearby.  The increase in 
vehicles mainly includes HGVs servicing 
B&M and other industrial units but also 
hundreds of cars entering and exiting 
Wixams on a daily basis during the B&M 
shift changes at 6am, 2pm and 10pm. 
  Residents have reported to us and to 
Bedford Borough Council that they’re 
being disturbed and even woken up in the 
night due to brake squealing, unsecured 
loads, loud engine and/or exhaust noise. 

  Concerns have also been raised about 
the impacts this traffic will have else-
where in Wixams. The HGVs often take 
a little while to access the A6 when it’s
busy and this has at times led to a 
queue reaching all the way to Bedford
Road near to Brooklands  Avenue. If this 
continues to get worse it’s very likely 
that drivers will start to find other 
routes out of  Wixams which would 
mean Brooklands Ave, Bedford Road, 
Green Lane and Southern Cross become 
favoured routes to the A6.  This will also 
mean traffic trying to exit via The Cause-
way will have to wait even longer!
 

  One resident took a lot of their time to 
monitor the current traffic levels and 
found that there was an average of 56 
HGVs per hour between 5am and 10pm, 
with peaks of up to 78 per hour.  The 
busiest times were found to be in the 
morning during rush hour and mid to 
late afternoon.  This might not sound like 
a lot but the noise from all these lorries 
and cars has already led to some 
residents putting their homes on the 
market because the noise has already 
become unbearable.

Pollution & Air Quality

16 20 0 4 8 12

Very Abnormal

Abnormal

Normal

We’ve heard multiple times that the air quality near to The Causeway is 
noticeably worse and has even led to genuine health issues for some. One 
resident recently shared a screenshot from their home air quality monitor 
which shows the air quality to be in the ‘abnormal’ to ‘very abnormal’ ranges 
for most of the day, only dropping to ‘normal’ between around midnight and 
6am.  We have compared this to the measured traffic levels and there is a 
distinct correlation.
The pollution from heavy diesel vehicles such as Nitrogen Dioxide, Carbon 
Monoxide, diesel particulates, tyre wear particulates and brake dust can be 
very damaging to your health.  With so many lorries now travelling through 
Wixams, past residential areas and alongside busy pavements, and with the 
traffic levels due to increase significantly, we wrote to the Borough to 
request that additional air quality monitoring be installed in Wixams.

The Mayor has now confirmed that an extra Nitrogen Dioxide monitoring station has now been installed on the junction of  
The Causeway and Bedford Road near to the Wixams Retirement Village and the data from this will be used to determine if 
further monitoring equipment will be required. 
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Due to the issues above, as well as other concerns such as the safety of pedestrians, we believe it’s absolutely essential that a 
link road be put in place to service the commercial areas of Wixams and take the traffic away from residential areas including 
from the Wixams Retirement Village and planned care home on Bedford Road. Cllr. Graeme Coombes has proposed this idea 
with the Borough and the Mayor has let us know an engineer has been tasked to review the options.

We have created the page www.wixams.org/traffic-troubles which has more information about the traffic and parking 
issues in Wixams, we will update it when we have new information.

  We have contacted the Transport 
Manager at B&M to raise this issue and 
proposed that they park away from 
residential areas. He was very 
understanding and agreed to try and 
resolve this but has said they’re all 3rd 
party suppliers so it’s very difficult 
because there are hundreds of them. 
  The issue has also been reported to 
the Borough and Cllr. Tim Hill 
(Borough Councillor for that part of 
Wixams) has confirmed he will look 
into getting double yellow lines in 

place to cover the dropped curb areas and 
parking weight restrictions for the length 
of the road.

Fisherswood Road/The Causeway is also one of only three 
routes onto the A6 from the west side of Wixams, 
including from the B530. Most of the traffic will likely use 
Southern Cross as this is the most direct route, but some 
might also use Green Lane if other routes are too busy 
which will only exacerbate the existing parking and traffic 
issues there.

A6

Green
Lane

Southern
Cross

B530

Brooklands
Avenue

The 
Causeway

A6/
Elstow

Bedford
Road

A6

B&M

Fisherswood
Road

Watson
Road

Village 4

Proposed
Link Roads

It’s going to get much worse

HGV Parking at Wixams Retirement Village

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/managing-pavement-parking/pavement-parking-options-for-change

The Government have an open public consultation on banning parking on pavements and verges. They are proposing 
three options which they would like comments on:

Pavement Parking Ban Consultation

• Option 1: Continue the existing system whereby local authorities can already ban pavement parking in certain areas
• Option 2: Give local authorities extra power to enforce against ‘unnecessary obstruction of the pavement’
• Option 3: Ban pavement parking throughout England

Parking in Wixams is a particular problem, especially in Lakeview (Village 1), where the developers deliberately reduced 
the available parking spaces in order to encourage residents to walk, cycle or use public transport. 

It’s clear that pavement parking can cause an obstruction to pedestrians, however there may be alternative options to 
resolve this in Wixams. For example, some of the pavements along Brooklands Avenue are up to 4.5 metres wide, these 
could be reduced and dedicated new parking spaces be created for residents.

If pavement parking were blanket banned it would likely lead to chaos in Wixams the very next day.  We therefore 
recommend you respond to the public consultation before the deadline on 22nd November.

Link Road

  Lots of residents have reported HGVs 
parking on Bedford Road outside the 
WRV which often block the road 
and/or dropped curbs. There are plenty 
of residents at the  WRV in mobility 
scooters so this is a real issue for them.            
These lorries are delivering to B&M and 
are not allowed to go on their site if 
they arrive early or stay once they have 
completed their deliveries but have 
exceeded their driver’s hours, meaning 
they’re forced to find somewhere else 
to park. 

The recent increase in traffic issues has been predominantly 
caused by the opening of the B&M unit which is a major distribu-
tion centre. Over the coming months and years another twelve 
warehouses/units will be built and operational in the north of 
Wixams. The HGVs for those units and a big proportion of the 
staff working there will all use The Causeway to access the A6.

The Wixams railway station is also going to bring an in-
crease in traffic to The Causeway and subsequently other 
parts of  Wixams. It will be the closest station for thousands of people in Kempston, the south of Bedford as well as being much 
more accessible for nearby villages such as Elstow,  Wilstead, Great Barford and beyond. 
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Why not advertise in 
this newsletter? We are 
delivered to 1500 homes 
and local businesses.

A 50% discount and priority will be 
given to Wixams and Wilstead based businesses 
as we will have limited space.

Advertising options are shown here. 

Option 1 (93 x 132.5mm) ............ £28 per issue
 Local rate ..... £14 per issue
Option 2 (93 x 64mm) ................. £14 per issue
 Local rate ..... £7 per issue
Option 3 (45 x 64mm) ................. £7 per issue
 Local rate ..... £3.50 per issue
Option 4 (190 x 64mm) ............... £28 per issue
 Local rate ..... £14 per issue

*G�ZPV�XPVME�CF�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�BEWFSUJTJOH�JO�UIF�OFYU�
issue of the Wixams Newsletter then please contact 
Sandra Beck on BEWFSUJTJOH!XJYBNT�PSH

Th e deadline for the next issue is ��UI�0DUPCFS�

Our designer Alex is happy to provide a simple, 
free, advert design service for those unable to 
supply complete artwork

Th ere may be a limit to how many adverts of each 
style we can accommodate in each issue

Advertising

Scan with your 

smart phone

Please complete the 
questionnaire about what you'd 
like to see in the newsletter 
and post in an envelope to 
the Village Hall Letterbox 
or 17 Swan Road, marked 
‘Newsletter Questionnaire’.

If you prefer, you can complete 
the survey online at https://
surveymonkey.com/r/9XFLHT7

Thank you!

*G�ZPV�XPVME�CF�JOUFSFTUFE�JO�BEWFSUJTJOH�JO�UIF�OFYU�
issue of the Wixams Newsletter then please contact 

Advert 
Option 1

Advert 
Option 2

Advert 
Option 3

Advert 
Option 4

Grab an 
advert now from 
just £3.50 an 

edition...

Best Option!

Most Popular!

Dynamic

new Option!

Amazing

Value!

Newsletter Team
Saqhib, Alan, Tony, Sheila, Sandra, 

Leon, Adriana, Ellie, Barbara, Barry 
and AlexHallDesign.co.uk

Visit www.wixams.org/newsletter 
for digital versions of Wixams Newsletter and contact details. 

Email: newsletter@wixams.org

Printed by White Hart Press, 58a York Street, 
Bedford MK40 3RL Tel: 01234 270465 

www.whitehartpress.co.uk 

Deadline for submissions for next issue: 
15th October 2020

Wixams Newsletter Questionnaire

1. What size should we print in?
 A4 A5 Other (please specify) .......................................................................

2. How many pages do you want?
 4 6 8 Other (please specify) ...................................................

3. What main content would you like to see?
 News Stories Local Business Adverts
 Other (please specify) .................................................................................................................

4. In what format should we be published?
 Paper Online Both
 Other (please specify) .................................................................................................................

5. West Wixams Residents Only- should we deliver to the B530 side?
 Harrowden Green - Houghton Conquest
 Juniper Drive - Stewartby & Kempston Hardwick
 Other (please specify) ..............................................................................................................................

6. Your age please?
� 6OEFS���� ������ ������ ������ ������ ���BOE�PWFS

✁


