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WIXAMS
NEWSLETTER

June 2023    Issue 9    Volume 3

An Independent Newsletter covering all parishes across Wixams • newsletter@wixams.org

SATURDAY 1ST JULY 2023
12PM - 6PM

LAKEVIEW VILLAGE HALL
BROOKLANDS AVENUE, WIXAMS, 

BEDFORD, MK42 6AB

CRAFT STALLS, FUN FAIR, WRESTLING, PUNCH 
AND JUDY, PERFORMING ARTS, FOOD & DRINK 

(BAR FOR THE ADULTS) AND MUCH MORE....
NO DOGS ARE ALLOWED AT THIS EVENT

MORE INFORMATION AT WIXAMSEVENTS.UK
EVENT SPONSORS

WIXAMS EVENTS TEAM PRESENTS

WIXAMSSummer 
Party

See page 10-11 for more information
including details of road closures

 Wixams Yarn Bombers
The Wixams Yarn Bombers were extremely busy crafting for 
the Coronation, decorating Wixams with multiple displays.

Read on and view the pictures on page 10.

Operation Oscar Quiz
A huge thank you to everyone who got involved in 
the quiz on Saturday 3rd June, from all the teams who 
entered, everyone who donated raffle prizes and the 
volunteers who helped out. Together we raised £900 
towards Oscar’s worthy cause.

For more information about Oscar and other 
fundraisers, or to donate, scan the QR code to the 
right.
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USEFUL NUMBERS

999 - Emergency 
Where there is a risk of: 
• Personal injury
• Loss of life
• Crime in action

101 - Non emergency 
• Reporting a crime that is no longer in progress
• Giving information about a crime
• Contacting local police officer
• Getting update reported crime
• Suspicious incidents

• Wixams Parish Council................ 07554 443800
• Lakeview Village Hall.................... 07544 853633
• Lakeview School............................ 01234 741653
• Wixams Tree................................... 01234 608960
• Wixams Academy.......................... 01234 608950
• Houghton Conquest 
   Lower School ..................................01234 740202
• Welcome (Wixams Co-Op).......... 01234 740404
• Portu Gallo’s.................................... 01234 741116
• Lakeside Fish & Chips................... 01234 743942
• Wilstead Tandoori......................... 01234 740904
• Wilstead 9th Kitchen..................... 01234 740413
• The Red Lion.................................. 01234 402446
• The Woolpack................................. 01234 742318
• NHS Direct....................................................... 111
• Wilstead Pharmacy........................ 01234 740609
• Bedford Hospital............................ 01234 355122
• Doctors - London Road................ 01234 266866
• Doctors - Houghton Close........... 01525 300898
• Doctors - Greensand..................... 01525 631390
• Doctors - Oliver St......................... 01525 631395
• Doctors - Wootton......................... 01234 762500
• Dentist - Cranfield......................... 01234 752515
• Scotts Vets....................................... 01234 742423
• BPHA Customer Service.............. 0330 100 0272
• Bedford Borough Council............ 01234 267422
• L&Q Estates.................................... 01926 339339
• Wilstead & Wixams Good  
   Neighbours Scheme...................... 07807 408928
• Wilstead Post Office ..................... 01234 740210
• Seasons Garden Centre ................ 01234 741909
• Houghton Conquest 
   Parish Council .............................. 01234 270016
• Houghton Conquest  
   Post Office ...................................... 01234 740208
• Stewartby Parish Council............. 01908 397959

This is my first article since the recent election in early May and I would like to 
start by thanking the people of Wixams for re-electing me for another four year 
term as your local Councillor. We have achieved a lot, collectively, over recent 
years, but there is still so much more that we have to do. 
The challenges faced by Wixams have not gone away and will require continued 
effort from your elected representatives to deliver the best for Wixams and to 
battle on your behalf. The station, GP, Local Plan, road crossings, cycling paths, 
potholes and all the issues raised during the election remain high on the agenda.
As you know, the growth of Wixams has resulted in the ward changing from 
being a single Councillor ward previously, to three Councillors going forward. 
Therefore, I am delighted to be joined by Marc Frost and Andrea Spice and we 
will work together as a team to deal with those issues that need addressing.
We will probably need to review how we report back to you in the newsletter, with 
three of us rather than one. We will work hard to repay your faith in us as your 
elected representatives. Thank you again from Andrea, Marc and myself. 

Councillor Graeme Coombes 
Graeme is the Wilshamstead Borough Councillor.
Reporting to Wixams (May/June 2023)

Councillor Rebecca Hares
Central Bedfordshire Independent Councillor

After my successful re-election, I would like to take this opportunity to express 
my heartfelt gratitude to all the residents who supported me and voted for me. 
Your trust in me is highly appreciated, and I promise to work tirelessly to deliver 
on all my campaign promises. It is my sincere hope that this election will usher in 
a new chapter of unity, accountability, and progress for our community.

As I continue with this role, I want to make it clear that my commitment to 
the residents remains unwavering. I understand the many challenges that our 
community is facing, and I pledge to work closely with all stakeholders to find 
solutions. I aim to promote transparency, inclusivity, and collaboration in all my 
activities, and I am committed to listening to the voices of all residents, including 
those who didn’t vote for me.

Together, we can make our community a better place to live, work and raise a 
family. I am aware that there will be obstacles and setbacks along the way, but I am 
ready to face them head-on. 

I encourage all residents to hold me accountable for my actions, and to share 
their concerns and suggestions with me. I firmly believe that every resident has 
something unique to contribute towards the growth and development of our 
community. By working together, we can create a brighter future for all and I am 
excited about the opportunity to discover fresh perspectives and innovative ideas.

Once again, thank you for your unwavering support. I look forward to 
embarking on this new journey with you all, and I am committed to making our 
community a better place for generations to come.

Barry Huckle - Obituary
Barry was the Borough Councillor for Wilstead and also chairman of Wilstead Parish 
Council for many years.
As someone who was born in Wilstead, he played a very active role in supporting people 
in the parish. Barry was treasurer of Wilstead Endowed Charities. In the early planning 
stage for Wixams, he with other parish councillors, studied the plans with great care and 
made responses to each consultation, expressing support, objections or concerns. In later 
years, finding he was now living in the new Wixams (Wixams Parish was formed in 2015 
out of Wilstead Parish), he was always generous with his time and willing to share advice 
and knowledge.
For the previous eight years he proof-read the monthly Wixams Newsletter with an eagle 
eye, before it went to print. We are grateful for all that he did and our thoughts are with 
Betty and his family.
The funeral service was held on Friday 9th June at All Saints Wilstead.
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YOUTH CORNERYOUTH CORNER by Ellieby Ellie

Hello, and welcome to this month’s Youth 
Corner!

Since we’ve had some summery weather 
lately, I thought it would be fun to do an 
ice cream-themed colouring in.

Why not add some sprinkles or your 
favourite sauce?

Wixams Lego Club
Hi everyone !

Those parents who have children that attend the Lego Club 
will know how much they are enjoying it.  Since starting in 
March, we have had 24 children become members and we 
have another 20 children who attend on a regular basis.  We 
are really pleased with how the Club is growing and it is so 
lovely to see the children having such a great time building 
the kits or creating their own builds.

The Committee have been working behind the scenes ap-
plying for various grants.  The Parish Council were gener-
ous in providing funding for our set up costs and we have 
recently been awarded a grant by the Bedford Education 
Association which will cover our room hire costs until the 

end of this year !  So, all future income we generate will be 
used to invest in new kits and activities.

The Lego Club will be taking a break during the Summer 
with no Club planned for July & August but from Septem-
ber we will be running two sessions on the Saturday morn-
ing for the following age groups : -

Session 1 will run from 9:00am to 10:00am for ages 3 – 7
Session 2 will run from 10:15am to 11:45am for ages 7+

If your child is interested in attending the Club then please 
e-mail legoatWixams@gmail.com.

Please also join and follow our Facebook page for further 
updates https://www.facebook.com/groups/wixamslegoclub
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Lakeview Village Hall Activities
The groups advertised below are correct at the time of publishing.  Some groups run term time only. 

Please contact the group directly for their class running times and further information.

Lakeview Village HallFACEBOOK-SQUARE

DAY TIME GROUP ROOM CONTACT WEBSITE/FACEBOOK

Monday

09:30 - 11:00 Playgroup Lakeview 1st and 3rd Monday of the month (term 
time only)

16:00 - 17:00 Shine Theatre School
Ballet (aged 5-11 years) Lakeview Luisa Hodges - 

07749 091885
facebook.com/Shine-Theatre-School
shinetheatreschool.co.uk

17:15 - 18:15 Rainbows Munson

18:15 - 19:30 Brownies Munson

18:30 - 20:00 Wixams Tang Soo Do Lakeview Nick facebook.com/WixamsTSD

20:00 - 21:00 Go box fitness Lakeview 07727 113285 facebook.com/goboxfit

Tuesday

10:30 - 12:00 Wixams Community Cafe Swan

18:30 - 19:30 Yoga Munson 07825 561569 www.livyoga.co.uk

18:30 - 19:30 Christ the Word Ignite Club
for yrs 6, 7, 8 and 9 Lakeview 07879 716958 facebook.com/christthewordwixams

www.christthewordwixams.org.uk

Wednesday

17:30 - 19:30 Wixams Youth Group Swan 07880 448599 wendy.millgate@4ypuk.com 
facebook.com/4YPUK

17:30 - 20:00 Irish Dancing Lakeview Katie facebook.com/stuartirishdancebedford

17:00 - 18:00 Rainbows Munson

18:15 - 19:30 Brownies Munson

19:45 - 21:00 Guides Munson

Thursday

09:45 - 14:00 Toddler Sensory
Different groups running Lakeview Samantha - 07538 502587 facebook.com/toddlersensebeds

www.toddlersense.com/bedfordshire

16:30 - 17:15 Entertainia Dance Class 
Class 1 (4-7 years) Lakeview

Nina entertainiatheatreschool@gmail.com
17:15 - 18:00 Entertainia Dance Class 

Class 2 (7-11 years) Lakeview

18:30 - 19:15 Go box fitness for kids Lakeview 07727 113285 facebook.com/goboxfit

18:30 - 19:30 QI Gong Class
Mind-Body-Spirit Exercises Munson 07908 006677 Email: innertherapy@gmail.com

Friday

10:00 - 11:00 Little Stars Swan

18:00 - 20:00 Scouts Lakeview facebook.com/1stwixamscouting
www.1stwixamsscouts.org.uk

19:00 - 20:45 AA Munson

Saturday

08:45 - 9:15 Shine Theatre School
Ballet (aged 3-5 years) Swan Louisa Hodges - 07749 

091885
facebook.com/Shine-Theatre-School
www.shinetheatreschool.co.uk

09:30 - 11:00 Lego Club Munson
Email: lego@wixams@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/groups/
wixamslegoclub

09:15 - 10:00
Shine Theatre School
Musical Theatre (aged 4-7 
years)

Swan Louisa Hodges - 07749 
091885

facebook.com/Shine-Theatre-School
www.shinetheatreschool.co.uk

09:30 - 11:30 Irish Dancing
Beginners classes for all ages Lakeview Katie facebook.com/stuartirishdancebedford

Sunday

09:45 - 11:15 AA Munson

10:30 - 11:30 Christ the Word Church 
Services Lakeview

Alan - 07879 716958 facebook.com/christthewordwixams
www.christthewordwixams.org.uk

15:00 - 16:00 Christ the Word Sunday Club
For children aged 4-10 years Munson

18:00 - 19:00 Taekwondo Lakeview
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WIXAMS
COMMUNITY
WATCH

JOIN
US

JUNE 2023 CONTENT BY ANTHONY OLISA

FACEBOOK: WIXAMS COMMUNITY WATCH

EMAIL: WIXAMSCOMMUNITYWATCH@GMAIL.COM

Wixams
Parish
Council

REMEMBER, THE WIXAMS COMMUNITY WATCH GROUP 
ARE ALWAYS OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS. SO FEEL FREE TO 
GET IN TOUCH IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING.

Recorded Date Off ence Street
ARSON NOT ENDANGERING LIFE 29/04/2023 Cadwall Drive
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 20/04/2023 Bluebird Gardens
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 22/04/2023 Robins Heath
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 24/04/2023 Lakeside Way
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 27/04/2023 Brooklands Avenue
ASSAULT WITH INJURY 29/04/2023 Tawny Avenue
ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY 07/04/2023 Bluebird Gardens
ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY 29/04/2023 Brooklands Avenue
BURGLARY - BUSINESS AND 
COMMUNITY

20/04/2023 Brooklands Avenue

OTHER CRIMINAL DAMAGE 17/04/2023 Bluebird Gardens
RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY-HOME 05/04/2023 WILLOWS GROVE
STALKING 19/04/2023  
THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE 19/04/2023 Bedford Road
THEFT OR UNAUTH TAKING OF A 
MOTOR VEHICLE

04/04/2023 Hummingbird Way

CRIME STATS FOR APRIL 2023

Our meeting with the Police and Crime 
Commissioner
The WCW team recently made a trip down to Kempston 
police station, where we heard from our PCC  Festus 
Akinbusoye on his commitments to community safety 
and crime reduction in areas like Wixams.

All in all, it was a great opportunity to learn more about 
what Bedfordshire Police is doing for our community.

We are awaiting the dates for the next event so if you 
would like to join us or just have a question you would 
like for us to ask on your behalf, pop an email over to 
our inbox. (email address above)

Cycle safety workshop
We are currently planning a free cycle safety workshop 
for the kids of Wixams. We will be sharing the date and 
time in the next newsletter and on our Facebook page.

Anti-social behaviour
Sadly, there have been reports of some young children 
kicking front doors and running off . On occasions, this 
has resulted in damage to property and left some of 
our vulnerable residents frightened.

We understand the need to have fun, but please take 
the time to remind the young ones in your care that 
such behaviour is not acceptable.

Crossword competition results
Thank you to those who entered our last Crossword 
competition and congratulations to our winner
Freya. K (6)

Runner-ups

• Imran. M

• Sophie. D

• Katy. R (8)

• Haroon. H

• Kit and Tom

• Rohini. P

• Steve. H

• Sharyn. F

• Shae. T

Apologies for the late publishing of these results.
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Bedford
Credit Union

Your

Community

Bank

Fair loans, saving and banking services

for people in and around Bedford

LOANS FROM £100 TO £9,500

bedfordcreditunion

bedscreditunion

bedfordcreditunion

01234 346352

www.bedfordcreditunion.org.uk

Event Date Location/Details

Wixams Lego club Saturday 17th June, 09.30 Lakeview Village Hall
To book a place email: LegoatWixams@gmail.com 

Wixams Photography Club Saturday 17th June , 14.00am
Monthly meet
3rd Saturday of the month
Meet at seasons Garden Centre 

Wixams WI Tuesday 20th June,  19.45pm Meeting at Priory Marina for a walk

Wixams Lego club Saturday 24th June, 09.30 Lakeview Village Hall
To book a place email: LegoatWixams@gmail.com

Tina Turner Tribute night Friday 30th  June, 2023 at 12:30pm
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
For more information visit;  
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/tina-turner-tribute-night

Wixams Summer Event Saturday 1st July, 12.00 noon Lakeview Village Hall

Lifes a Beach Quiz Night Saturday 1st July, 6.30pm

Charity quiz night raising money for Keech Hospice.
Herrings Green farm, Wilstead
For more information visit;  
https://birdsofpreycentre.co.uk/product/lifes-a-beach-july-1st-6-30-late/

Wixams Bike Meet Sunday 2nd July, 11.00am
Monthly meet
11am  - meet at seasons Garden Centre 
12 noon

ROARome Crafts Tuesday 25th July, 11am and 13.00pm
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
For more information visit;  
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/dinosaur-crafts

Wixams Bike Meet Sunday 4th June, 11.00am Monthly meet
11am - meet at Seasons Garden Centre

ABBA Tribute Night Friday 28th July, 19.00pm
The Forest Centre, Marston Moretaine
For more information visit;  
https://www.marstonvale.org/Event/abba-tribute-night-jul2023

 
All upcoming events are correct at the time of publishing. Please check with the event organisers directly for more information.

Upcoming Events & Things to do
Send details of your local events to newsletter@wixams.org
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For more information or to book your 
place call Louisa on 07749091885                                    

www.shinetheatreschool.co.uk

Join us for Singing, Dance & Drama 
lessons for ages 4-12

FREE TASTER SESSION

IDTA Ballet Syllabus and Exams for ages 5-12

GROUP
SPECIALIST GLAZING SERVICES

•Replacement Glass •Window & Door Repairs 
•Locks •Hinges •Full Installations

Based in Wixams
Please Call Jamie on: 01234 694171/07771 849683

  info@je-group.co.uk      www.je-group.co.uk
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Home SalonBrows
Beyond&

BE AU T Y  B Y  E M I LY

B R O W S  &  L A S H E S

L A S E R  H A I R  R E M O VA L

S E M I  P E R M A N E N T  M A K E - U P

N A I L  T R E AT M E N T S

D E R M A P L A N I N G

WA X I N G

TO BOOK
T E X T  0 7 3 0 6 8 0 1 2 6 5  O R  G O  O N L I N E
B R O W S A N D B E YO N D - B Y E M I LY. B O O K . A P P

Silverstream, Wixams, MK42 6ES

@brows_and_beyond_ @BrowsandBeyondbyEmily browsandbeyond-byemily@outlook.com

Wixams based cake maker
Contact: 07791 282769
email: fieldfarecakes@hotmail.co.uk
www.fieldfarecake.co.uk
www.facebook.com/fieldfarecake

B
EFORE

B
EFORE

AFTE
R

AFT
E

R

PRESSURE WASHING
FOR PATIOS & BLOCK PAVING

WE AREWIXAMS-BASED

FORBESEXTERIORCLEANING.CO.UK

FORBESEXTERIORCLEANING@HOTMAIL.COM07762 794789
@FORBES EXTERIOR CLEANING

OTHER SERVICES INCLUDE
ROOF/GUTTER CLEANING & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
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SATURDAY 1ST JULY 2023
12PM - 6PM

LAKEVIEW VILLAGE HALL
BROOKLANDS AVENUE, WIXAMS, 

BEDFORD, MK42 6AB

CRAFT STALLS, FUN FAIR, WRESTLING, PUNCH 
AND JUDY, PERFORMING ARTS, FOOD & DRINK 

(BAR FOR THE ADULTS) AND MUCH MORE....
NO DOGS ARE ALLOWED AT THIS EVENT

MORE INFORMATION AT WIXAMSEVENTS.UK
EVENT SPONSORS

WIXAMS EVENTS TEAM PRESENTS

WIXAMSSummer 
Party
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Wixams Events Team are in the final stages of planning for our Summer Party 2023, which will be held on Saturday 1st July from 
12-6pm.

Wixams Events Group is a not-for-profit group comprised of members of the Wixams Community, who on a voluntary basis host a 
variety of affordable events to cater for the whole community.

We’re less than a month away until our 2023 Summer Party, and this year we will be extending the event onto Brooklands Avenue!

These events are not possible without the support of our sponsors, which include Barratt Homes, David Wilson Homes, Paul Riches 
Skips and Scott Veternary Clinic. Wixams Parish Council most recently agreed to our grant application to support with some of our 
costs for event insurance, first aiders and road signs. We’re very grateful to all of our sponsors who allow us to host the event safely, 
allow free entry, and provide lots of free entertainment throughout the day.

INTERESTED IN BOOKING A STALL?

All indoor stalls in the hall have now been booked, but there is still some availbility for outside stalls.
Please contact us at wixamsevents@gmail.com for more information.

ROAD CLOSURE

Brooklands Avenue will be closed from 8am-8pm on Saturday 1st July from Green Lane through to Woodpecker Gardens. Resident 
access will still be available. There will still be pedestrian access to the shops.

INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED?

We’re always in need of helpers for our events, whether its just to help out for an hour at an event, or becoming heavily involved in 
the coordination and planning of events. Everyone is welcome, whether you just want to meet up with some locals in the community, 
or you’re a seasoned event professional, our doors are always open.

For more information, please visit www.wixamsevents.uk

Notice of 
Annual General Meeting

Come along to meet the team and find out 
about our work in the community. All are 
welcome. 

www.wixams.org/community-group

We’re also on the look out for new 
committees members, including a 
secretary and treasurer so please join us if 
you want to get involved. 

Saturday 8th July
2 pm

Swan Room
Lakeview Village Hall
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Wixams Yarn Bombers Update
Our last project was King Charles III Coronation and we had displays at several 
locations,  David Wilson/Barratt Homes Sales Office, outside the Co-Op was a display 
of soldiers, a post box topper and around Lakeview we put flags, bunting and our new 
edition of a yarn bombed bicycle.  Our display at David Wilson homes was sponsored by 
them and this included full size mannequins of King Charles and Camilla which was put 
together by our fabulous Jane along with bunting and flags.

A huge amount of work went into these displays and we would like to thank everyone in 
the group for their commitment and time in putting these displays together.  We would 
also like to thank the community for their lovely comments on social media and for the 
fact that not one display was touched or damaged for which we are truly grateful for.  If 
you would like any of the items, please get in touch as all we ask is for a donation.

We are enjoying a well-earned break for a few weeks and will be discussing our plans for 
the remainder of 2023 at our next meeting which is being arranged.

If you would like any further information please contact us.

Facebook: Wixams Yarn Bombers
Email:  Wixamsyarnbombers@gmail.com
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EMPIRE CARS BEDFORD
01234 741002 / 07727258633  sales@empirecarsbedford.co.uk

1 COTTON END ROAD, WILSTEAD, MK45 3BT

From servicing and minor repairs to clutch and engine jobs, 
our workshop is equipped to deal with it all! We have a highly-
skilled mechanic and the ability to carry out MOT tests on-site, 

so you can be assured that your vehicle is in good hands!

Servicing, 
Repairs 
& MOT

(free pick up/drop off to wixams)
AIRCON, TYRES, 

EXHAUSTS ENGINER & 
GEARBOX REPAIRS

DPF Cleaning

Body Repairs

ALloy Wheel Repairs

Dent Removals

Minor Scuffs or 
ScratchesSales

We offer quality used cars at very 
affordable prices. We have over 60 cars 
in stock so if you are looking for your 
first car or simply looking to upgrade, 

Give us a call.
We can create custom finance solutions 

to suit your individual  requirements 
so that you can pay for your new car in 
monthly instalments. Even if you have 
been declined finance in the past , we 
can help. No deposit required Finance 

application can be done over the phone, 
Email or in person at our showroom, it 

takes around ten minutes.

We Buy Cars for Cash
We buy all makes and models of 

cars, if you are interested in selling 
your vehicle, please come down to 
our showroom, give us a call on 

01234741002 or email us at
sales@empirecarsbedford.co.uk

How to Find Us
We are located at the crossroads in 
the centre of wilstead village, just 

opposite wixams and two minutes from 
a6 enter wilstead on the Bedford 

road and we are on the left next to 
woolpack public house.

SALES SERVICE MOT REPAIRS
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C O U R I E R S

MOBILE FOOT CLINIC

• FOOT TREATMENT
• FUNGAL NAILS
• CORNS AND CALLUSES
• NAIL TRIMMING
• INGROWN TOENAIL
• DIABETIC FOOT

• CLINIC-WIXAMS 
RETIREMENT 
VILLAGE,3FLOOR
-07389185073-
www.robfootclinic.co.uk

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

ELECTRICIAN
www.electrician-bedford.co.uk

Do you find it difficult to find someone to come
and do those small electrical jobs?

♦ Qualified Electrician 
♦Free quotes                                                                             
♦ Quick response                                                 
 ♦Reasonably priced 
♦NICEIC Domestic installers 
♦10 Year Workmanship guarantee
 

♦ Additional sockets
♦ Outside lighting
♦ EV Charging point installers 
♦ Smart Heating controls                                                     
 ♦ New fuse boards                                                                                     
♦Landlord and homebuyer Electrical Reports                        
♦ Full and partial rewires

Call Robert on:
01234 964 904

Satisfaction guaranteed 

Fault finding and repair Specialists

I will assure you of a quick response, and a 
reasonably priced service...

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Liftright Access is a Wilstead based provider of powered access 
(cherry pickers and scissor lifts) to the whole of Bedfordshire and 

Nationally.  Our services include: 
 

o Hire 
o Sales 
o Service 
o Parts 
o Thorough Examinations 
o User Training 
o Breakdown repairs 
o Refurbishment 

For further information, a quote or to book a 
FREE OF CHARGE survey 

Telephone us on 01234-740648 
Liftright Access Limited, Duck End Farm 

Duck End Lane, Wilstead  MK45 3HP 
Email: enquiries@liftrightaccess.com 

Web: www.liftrightaccess.com 
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WIXAMS & WILSTEAD
Gardening Services

WIXAMS & WILSTEAD
Gardening Services

All aspects of gardening
General maintenance

Soft landscaping
Weekly, monthly or one off jobs

Call John on 07397 995935
    wandwgardenservices@gmail.com

FREE QUOTATION & CONSULTATION

Marion, a dogged gardener in all weathers, is a member of RHS, and  Biddenham Gardeners 
Association  

In April I talked about water butts. Well, we had plenty more rain in May, so we haven’t 
used the water and larvae of midges may be growing in them. I am told that to prevent 
midges from breeding in a water butt we can spray a layer of neem oil on top. I am going to 
try it with just one water butt using my watering can hose: I jammed my sprayer with neem 
oil /water mix when spraying apple tree branches against codling moths in 2021.

If you have a small property without a back garden you could invest in a mini water butt 
(50 – 150 litres) for the front. There are some 
on which you can put potted plants.  The sales 
pictures look fantastic and I was thinking of 
investing in one so I am not carrying water 
through the house. But it needs a base and 
a filter at the top to prevent leaves and moss 
blocking it, so I think I will go for a small butt 
that hugs the downpipe and keep my pots.

Drought
June is mostly very dry so we need to talk 

about plants that survive well in drought.  If you 
are planting out bedding, or say, sunflowers with children in 
mind, in anticipation of dry weather, add plenty of humus, 
preferably peat-free, for water retention at the bottom of the 
planting hole and water the hole so the water is underneath. 
This encourages the roots to grow downwards, not up to the 
surface, which will dry out much more quickly.  

There are lots of ways of dealing with drought.  One of 
the best is to choose plants with silver/white leaves which 
reflect the sunlight, for example buddleia as a medium 
sized shrub; artemisia, which has a nice scent; and stachys 
(pictured) or cardoon, a silver cousin of a thistle if you want 
perennials. You can mix these plants with pink penstemons, 
which are also good at resisting drought.

Trugs, pots raised beds
Some perennial drought-resistant plants could be grown 

in containers, eg, the more fluffy cotton lavender, the 
so-called curry plant silver with yellow flowers (not used 
for making curry) as well as the common hard-to-kill 
Lavender.

Some of you might want to use annuals in which case 
there is bold eight petalled pink or white cosmos, begonia, 
mauve scabious and of course the commoner blue lobelia. 

Garden Visits
If you like long days out it’s worth visiting Beth Chatto’s 

famous 7.5 acre dry garden in Essex about two hours’ drive 
away.

https://www.bethchatto.co.uk/. Address Elmstead Market, 
Colchester CO7 7DB, Tel. 01206 822007.  Beth (1923-2018) 
was an award-winning plants woman who created this 
huge garden specially to prove what could be grown on a 
dry hills cape.  Your visit might last 2– 4 hours, but might 
not be so interesting for children unless you have got them 
doing an I-Spy or hide and seek kind of activity.

Gardening for the children
Suggestions: Plant half a packet of sweet peas in old paper 

cups then transfer to the garden: save the rest for the next 
year, grow quickly, meant for picking. 

Competition between siblings: How many flowers in the 
garden? How many three petalled (some daylilies), four petalled flowers (some clematis), 
five-petalled flowers (commonest) and so on, can you find? Are there any irregular ones, eg 
lilac, multi-petalled roses and daisies. 

Colours: many plants have different coloured centres, eg forget-me-nots are blue, but may 
have a pink centre. Look for these!

It is also well worth looking at the RHS family activities https://www.rhs.org.uk/
education-learning/gardening-children-schools/family-activities.

Enjoy your gardening!

Gardening Tips 
 for Juneby Marion Colledge
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www.babysensory.com
www.toddlersense.com

We’ve done the research; so you can enjoy the fun...

‘It’s all so magical!’

Imogen Coleman

‘Time and time again 

you just go ‘WOW!’

Lisa Earley

To find out more:

BS_TS_A5_Poster_Phone.indd   1 17/09/2014   11:20

Toddler Sense
It’s time for Toddler Sense. A place  
where structured play goes hand in  
hand with imagination, the freedom  
to explore and adventure!

Baby Sensory 
Our multi-award winning classes will introduce  
you and your baby to a world of sensory delights, 
where you can relax, spend quality time with each 
other and enjoy meeting other new parents.

Classes run in 

 

 or email 

Classes run in 

07900 802757 or email 
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Available  
from 

13 months  
- 5 years.

Available  
from 

0 - 13 months.
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SHOP THE PRODUCT RANGE AT WWW.EMSAT27.COM
iNFO@EMSAT27.COM    @EMS_AT_27

EM’S AT 27 PROVIDES TOP QUALITY, 
HIGHLY SCENTED WAX MELTS FOR YOUR 
HOME AND INDOOR SPACE WHICH HAVE 
BEEN LOVINGLY HAND POURED IN OUR 

BEDFORDSHIRE WORKSHOP.

OUR WAX MELTS ARE DEVELOPED IN A 
RANGE OF SHAPES AND SIZES USING 
HIGH QUALITY PARAFFIN WAX AND 

SUPERIOR OILS ENABLING THEM TO BE 
USED IN BOTH TEA-LIGHT AND 

ELECTRICAL WAX MELT WARMERS.

OUR PRODUCT RANGE EXTENDS 
BEYOND WAX MELTS AND INCLUDES 
BATH SALTS, BATH BOMBS, SOAP 

SPONGES, CARPET FRESHENERS AND 
MANY MORE PRODUCTS TO MAKE YOUR 

HOME SMELL DIVINE.

OTHER PRODUCTS INCLUDE 
PERSONALISED STORAGE BOXES, LIQUID 
PUMP BOTTLES, THERMAL MUGS AND 

STORAGE CONTAINERS.

PERSONALISED GARMENTS, 
FROM CHILDREN’S WEAR TO 
ADULT WEAR. PREFABRICATED 

DESIGNS ARE AVAILABLE 
ALONG WITH A BESPOKE 

DESIGN SERVICE.



01234 270465 

THE COMPLETE SERVICE

ESTABLISHED 1987

58a York Street
Bedford MK40 3RL

 info@whitehartpress.co.ukwww.whitehartpress.co.ukwww.whitehartpress.co.uk

  Stationery

  Flyers / Leaflets

  Business Cards

  Brochures

 Magazines

  Booklets

  Posters

  Plans / Drawings

  Stickers / Labels

  Vinyl Banners 

  Roller Banners

  Foamex Boards

  Correx Signs

  Embroidery

  Orders of Service

  Wedding Stationery

FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING REQUIREMENTS ...
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w.	alexhalldesign.co.uk
e.	alex@alexhalldesign.co.uk

SMALL BUSINESS 
GRAPHICS PACKAGE

Original Logo Design, plus...

Professional Business Card Design

100 Printed Business Cards - Delivered

Letterhead or Compliment Slip Design

Social Media Profile Graphics Prepared

3
3
3
3
3
All for just £200

A 50% discount and priority will be given to 
Wixams and Wilstead based businesses as we will have 
limited space. Advertising options are shown here. 
If you would be interested in advertising in the next 
issue of the Wixams Newsletter then please contact 
Sheila Menzies on advertising@wixams.org or 
07490 345510.

There may be a limit to how many adverts of each style we can 
accommodate in each issue Advertising prices do not include artwork design, but our 

designer can offer this service for an additional fee.

Advertising
Why not advertise in this newsletter?  
It is delivered to 2,750 homes and businesses.

Visit www.wixams.org/newsletter 
for digital versions of Wixams Newsletter and contact details. 

Email: newsletter@wixams.org
Printed by White Hart Press, 58a York Street, Bedford MK40 3RL 

Tel: 01234 270465     www.whitehartpress.co.uk 

Deadline for submissions for next issue: 
15th June 2023

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT ALL OUR DELIVERERS ARE VOLUNTEERS AND AIM TO DELIVER THE LEAFLETS AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
AS THERE ARE 2750 COPIES TO DELIVER, SOME HOUSES MAY GET THEIR COPIES BEFORE OTHERS BUT YOU WILL GET YOUR COPY!

If there is anything specific you would like to see in the 
Newsletter or if you would like to write an article of interest to 
others please get in touch with us at newsletter@wixams.org

Option 1 (93 x 132.5mm)........ £40 per issue
	 Local rate......£20 per issue
Option 2 (93 x 64mm)............. £20 per issue
	 Local rate......£10 per issue
Option 3 (45 x 64mm)............. £10 per issue
	 Local rate......£5 per issue
Option 4 (190 x 64mm)........... £40 per issue
	 Local rate......£20 per issue
Half Page (190 x 132.55mm)... £80 per issue
	 Local rate......£40 per issue
Full Page (190 x 270mm)......... £160 per issue
	 Local rate......£80 per issue

Advert 
Option 1

Advert 
Option 2

Advert 
Option

3

Advert 
Option 4

Grab an  advert now from just £5.00 an edition...

Best Option!

Most Popular!

Dynamic

new Option!

Amazing
Value!

The Newsletter Team
Editor	 Saqhib Ali	 newsletter@wixams.org

Advertisements	 Sheila Menzies 	 If you are interested in advertising in this newsletter, please 
		  contact Sheila at advertising@wixams.org or 07707 209698

Distribution/Delivery	 Barbara Matthews	 If you would like to help out and have an hour or  
		  so a month to spare please contact Barbara at  
		  newsletterdistribution@wixams.org

Design and Production	 Dan James	 Find out more at danjamesmedia.com/wixams

Treasurer	 Anthony Musgrove

Wixams Community Group	 Leon Staszak and Adriana Schepankiewitsch   community@wixams.org

Committee	 Alan Pibworth, Nick Edwards, Kelly Carr, Emma Egan and Ellie Egan


